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What is the SOPHIE program?

• SOPHIE - Southern Ontario Pharmaceutical and Health 
Innovation Ecosystem

• 3-year program funded through the Federal Economic 
Development Agency of Southern Ontario (FedDev)

• Total funding envelope = $4.5 million for collaborative 
commercialization/scaling projects with academic/clinical 
champions

• Each project can leverage up to $100,000 in non-dilutive funding 
to support a commercialization/scaling project. 



Funding Breakdown

+ +

Total Project Funding

= $260,000



Company Eligibility

Be a Canadian incorporated company, with operation primarily 

based in Ontario

Be working on innovation relevant to the life sciences sector

Be developing an innovative technology at the TRL-6 or above

Identified a principal investigator/clinical champion at the academic 

or clinical partner institution where the project will take place.



Types of Eligible Projects

Clinical Trial

Obtain data from human 
subjects on the efficacy of 
your technology/product.

Scaling Project

Develop methods to 
increase efficacy of 
technology/product 

through minimal additional 
outputs.

Sectors of innovation include medical devices, pharmaceutical/therapeutic 
interventions and digital health technologies.



Application Process – Step 1

Step 1:

Apply
Assign

Approve 

and 

Execute

Assess

https://synapseconsortium.com/so

phie/

Visit our website to complete 

application form. 



Application Process – Step 2

Apply
Step 2:

Assign

Approve 

and 

Execute

Assess

Additionally, you must be a client of Innovation Factory to access 

SOPHIE funding. It’s free to become a member! Visit the website to 

sign-up.

https://innovationfactory.ca/if_clients/client-intake-form/

Find an academic/clinical champion to work collaboratively on a 

commercialization/scaling project. The SOPHIE team can help you find a principle 

investigator or clinical champion if you do not already have a relationship with one of 

our four partner institutions.



Application Process – Step 3

Apply Assign

Approve 

and 

Execute

Step 3:

Assess

Proposal
Proposal defines project activities:

1. What are the commercialization project activities 

and milestones?

2. How does the impact of the project accelerate the 

business’ commercialization activities?

• Application + Proposal is assessed by the 

SOPHIE Team

• Decision Notification: ~2 weeks

• Feedback will be provided to companies to 

improve project outcomes



Application Process – Step 4

Apply Assign

Step 4: 

Approve 

and 

Execute

Assess

• Drafting and legal review of contract between life 

science company, academic/clinical institution and 

Innovation Factory.

• Signatures from all three parties on the approved 

contract.

• Begin execution of the project.



Want more information?

Michael R. Jones, PhD

SOPHIE Program Manager

Email: michael.jones@innovationfactory.ca

Phone: 778-839-5812

Website: https://synapseconsortium.com/sophie/

(SOPHIE Program Guide)
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